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ABSTBACT 

The general purpose of this descriptive aoraative 
survey is to discover vhat alternative educational prograas are being 
provided ic secondary ^hools in Cook County and to vhat extent they 
erii attended. The general hypothesis is that relatively fev 
alternative education prograas are provided and those that are, are 
either the traditional, veil*- established vocational varieties, or 
those that lend theaselves to close relationship vith the regular 
acadeaic prograa. The criterion data needed to test the hypothesis in 
t?ais survey are basically the responses of ^condary school 
adainistrators to the survey as to vhat alternatives were given in 
the fora of the questionnaire sent to all Cook County suburban high 
school district superintendents. There are 27 secondary school 
districts and one unit district in suburban Cook County. A total 
enrollaent of 159,976 students are enrolled in the 1973-74 school 
year in 68 high school buildings. The Departaent of Research of the 
Bducational Service Region of Cook County snbsitted a survey to all 
Cook County suburban high school districts requesting detailed 
inforaatioa on the nuaber of students and teachers involved in 
alternative education prograas and on the type of prograas offered. 
Although the results of the survey do sound promising, far acre is 
needed to provide alternatives and options beyond the traditional 
school setting. Prograas for students vho are potential dropouts are 
still rather liaited. (Author/JH) 
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ABSTRACT 



This study examines the form and availability of alternative 
education programs in the Cook County public secondary schools. The 
study is based on an extensive survey of alternative education and 
career oriental! programs offered to a diverse population of secondary 
students in Cook County suburban schools. The study describes, analyzes 
and interprets the results of this survey in order to justify alternative 
programs for students whose needs are not filled by the traditlt al 
school environment. 
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INTRODUCTiON 

At the December 1972 Tru^cy hearings held by the Educational 
. ice Region of Cook £ovmt> , it was determined that the Jwaniles out 
school in Cook County were, for the most part, not enrolled in any 
:rnctlve educational prograais in their schools* 

Alternative Education can b& defined as learning experiences 
\j.t are adapted to the needs of the student through individualised 
I'.rucclon co attack the problems of excessive absence through students' 
ck jf interest and motivation, Tliere is no oae type of Ideal program, 
t instead it can be any feasible substantive alternative program for 
vmg people who find it difficult to fimcticm in traditional classrocnss. 
ceriative education can be any special program that fits the specific 
i^ds ox students- 

The euxpliasls of alternative education programs is often on career 

. a.g '^r work stud;, but generally they are simply flexible programs 
? . e^'>?r^- student *s needs and providing emotional support as well 
j.,Ltr»;'~ .--i' vork f:r<-.i " ii;g* 

J Ml i-j to serve student interests and needs by 
. ! r;g greater variety of Teaming opportunities and options inside 
• ' : /in>p\-.-vrk jf the public schools. Since all students do not learn 
" ir. : fijae anvironmert and since all students do not have the same 
tirrest^ nr^d ne<:ds, it is best to provides opportunities for various 
if^nn] iJtematlve e^cperiences* 

0?^ 1 <9/74) 



The mandated reporting systea on students removed from school 
attendance rolls, provides educators with inforaatlon that can serve 
as the basis for research on the feasibility of alternative education 
prograas that can help make the educational experience of students more 
pertinent and relevant. The holding power of a school is an indication 
of its effectiveness and the dropout rates are consequently the result 
of a less thaa successful educational program. 
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CHAPTER II 



DESCRIPTION AND INTERPRETATICW BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

ALTEIQIATIVE EDUCATICH4 SURVEY 

A. Purposes of the Survey 

The general purpose of this descriptive normative survey is 
to discover what alternative educati<xial programs are being provided in 
secondary schools in Cook County and to what extent they are attended. 

This general purpose includes several specific purpc^es which 
gives depth and show relationships for the data. The first such purpose 
is: What are the types of alternative prograos provided s^st in the 
secondary schools in suburban Cook County? 

The second such purpose is what career-oriented types of prograii» 
are a part of regular educational programs in Cook County suburban 
secondary schools? 

The third such purpose is what types of alternative programs 
are provided in suburban Cook County seccsidary schools for expelled 
students? For pregnant students? During the day? During the evening? 

B. Hypotheses 

Hypothesizing findings of this survey ih based the rather 
liroited knowledge provided by the results of the survey. 

The general hypothesis is that relatively few alternative 
education programs are provided and those that are, are either the 
tr;idi Ltonal , well-established vocational varieties, or thMe that lend 
themselves to close relationship with the regular academic progr^. 

6 
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C. Criterlcm Lata 

The criterion data needed to answer the purposes and test the 
hypothesis in this survey are basically the responses of secondary school 
administrators to the survey as to what alternatives were given in the form 
of the questionnaire sent to all Cook County suburban high school district 
superintendents, (see Appendix A) 

D. The Sample 

Since this study is concerned with high school students, the 
survey and report are limited to the investigation of secoidary school 
districts. 

There are 27 secondary school districts and one unit district 
in suburban Cook County. A total enrollment of 159.976 students are 
enrolled in the 1973-74 school year in 68 high school buildings. 

E. Alternative Education Survey Procedures 

The Department of Research of the Educational Service Region 
of Cook County submitted a survey to all Cook County suburban high school 
districts requesting detailed information on the number of students and 
teachers involved in alternative education programs and on the type of 
programs offered, (see Appendix A for the actual survey.) 

The purpose of the survey was to provide information on 
existing programs to educational administrators, teachers and the general 
public and to analyze and evaluate alternative programs now available 
for dropouts, expelled students, pregnant students, truants and those 
academically unawtivated or deficient. 

3202-4 (9/74) T 
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With the completed compllanjn and interpretation, the 
Educational Service Region ot Cook County will subsequently be able to, 
as a Ions tenn gc;.l. direct students and parents to available alternative 
education prograo& jt will fit Individual needs. The information also 
enables schools without alternative prograss, to stake their current 
programs more relevant to student and coaaaunity needs and provide the 
impetus to establish new options. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESULTS OF THE ALTE!WATIVE 
EDUCATION PROGRAM SURVEY 



Acaording to the survey results, fourteen out of twenty- 
eight suburban high school districts stated that an alternative education 
program was being offered in their district for scudents removed from 
the regular school rolls. Of the thirteen districts offering alternative 
education programs, six school districts provided a brief description 
of their alternative progrmn goals, objectives and philosophy. These 
descriptions are given in Chapter IV. 

A. Pregnant Students 

Fourteen school districts offer an alternative education 
program for pregnant students which include after-school courses, 
home tutoring, evening school, independent study, contractual learning, 
correspondence courses such as those available through the Utalverslty 
of Nebraska v.id. to some extent, continuation in regular high school 
program. 

Of the fourteen districts with programs for pregnant students, 
eleven districts provide home tutoring, one district provides independent 
study and contracts, two arrange for correspondence courses, four provide 
night school programs, and three school districts provide a wide nua&er 
of options and alternatives including many of those mentioned above. 

Though many of the school districts do attempt to provide special 
programs for pregnant students, there is the continuing problem of inclusion 

6 
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or exclusiim irom the regular claisroom environment. One 5»choul district 
responded .haL "they have never had a pregnant girl who wanted to continue 
school." The question of keeping prtfgnant fiitudenis In regular classrcwtas 
is often less important that the provision and opportunities provided 
by a school district for continuing education. 

Many of the responses to the survey Included "hoitt boimd*' 
programs with tutoring or independent study or contracts with occasional 
conferences at school with work being completed at hcKoe. 

B. Projsrai ns i Bp^lejnented D uring School Day 

/vQong the 2H school districts responding t fourteen offer 
altemativ.: programs during the regular school day and 21 districts 
provide eveMiing prograns or access to evening prograias. 

lie various day programs, with several different orientations, 
go under I'i* n^rte of; 

K. per iffien t.'il Program 

*':<!enh!cn School 
: <: ' uuon School 

• r'Mrary Ad1u?^tment Program 

s.T.hi . * Student Therapeutic Educational Program 
% :Ion Learning Center 
A J.. P. Alterative Learning Program 
A'ntt^v for Self Directed Learning. 

ii addUlon to the above mentioned day programs, the following 
Table prov* 3tM ^ listing ot cirt-^r-orlenttid programs available In the 

3202-7 (9/74) 
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school districts, the nuaber of districts having each of the programs, 
the nu^er of students enrolled in the career training programs and the 
nu^er of teachers involved. 
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TAflLC I 

CAREER ORIENTED PROGRAMS OFFERED IN 
REGlfLAR HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 



Title of Program 






School District Resptmses 






Yes 


No 


Number of 
Students 


Number of 


Diversified Occupations 


0.0. 


21 


6 


1,487 


39 


Distributive Education 


D.E. 


25 


3 


1.342 


44 


Office Occupations 


0.0. 


26 


1 


1,052 


48 


Ho8» Economics Related 


H.E.n.O. 


20 


7 


980 


SI 


Cooperative Work Training 


C.W.T. 


21 


6 


2,563 


62 


Work Experiences Career Ed. 


WECEP 


9 


18 


252 


8 


Health Education Related 


H.E.P. 


6 


19 


137 


6 


Neighborho t Youth Corp 


N.Y.C. 


5 


21 


213 




Cocperatlvf v.irV Agreement 


C« • W • A • 


3 


20 


350 




Other 




11 


13 


641 


19 



Am.1-1^ the additional career-oriented prograns specified under 
"Other" on th. :,arv€y are: work and training programs for students in 
the spt..:ijl eAncatioa program such as the sheltered worksh:>ps, food service 
training, i'ldtotrial and related occupations, pre-vocational and occupational 
training, cosmetology, and applied biological careers. 
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C. Evening Alternative Programs 

In the evening high school program for credit offered by 
thirteen of the school districts, 914 male students and 676 female 
students are enrolled, with 158 teachers and twelve administrators 
involved. Also as a part of the evening program, 21 school districts 
provide for standard hl^ school diploma programs for regular high 
School dropouts. 
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BEST COi^Y AVAILABLE 



1»:SCRIPTI{»J OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL PS0(3L\MS 
GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND PHILOSOPHY 

Evans ton Tavmahip Hig^ School District 202 provides and 
^'Afternoon SchooT* as an alter^atB arrangement of the school day for 
students under lb years of age whose record of tmexcttsed ^sence frCTi 
classes during the regular school day has placed the st^klent la a precarious 
poslclon In the school. The alternate arr^gement is intended to relie\^ 
the student of t^ome of the constraints of the regular school schedulet 
**foster a new and positive attitude tovard school attendance through 
new classroom success and, if succeasfulg return the student to the regular 
school day/* 

Evans ton also provides an "EKtenaicm School^^ as an additional 
alternative. The Extension School is a short-term educaticm progrira 
for tho^e students who have been defined by teachers and a^tainistrators 

as lijcidily maladjusted. The goal is one of rehabilitatlcm and Is based 
uj wuvir philo«50phy chat '^a true learning experience is enhanced by 

^un^.rete limits and expectations, especially for the student 
V* *. I., . iii-rlng from social and personal conflict and confusion." The 
hxten^i i S. htjji Is a self-contained imit vhere students selected for the 
. -r t -iv : . '^ally for four hours of ccmcentrated instructi<m» The 

.1/1^ rrf to develop appropriate social behavior wi^ an emphasis 
o.. .iLi ro'uiucive to successful school fimctionlng and to devel(^ 

i iSf >i ihe curriculum emphasizes individualized prograsffi^d 

ni! 'I '/iired to individual needs and abilities. The student is 

11 

14 
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eligible for the program for a number of reasons, including: underachievenent , 
excessive class truancy, withdrawn or aggressive behavior or disruptive 
behavior. 

Additionally, Evanston provides an Evening School for students 
16 years of age or older to complete their high school educatiwi. 

District 211 in the Palatine. Hoffman Estates and Schauoburg 
area also has an evening high school diploma program for students sixteen 
or older who have either been withdrawn or expelled from the school 
district. The program is called the "Continuing Education" program. 
Also eligible for the program are students in the regular day school 
program who need additional course work to meet graduation requirements 
and to non-resident students who want to complete high school but have 
Halted educational opportunities in their own area of residence. 
The classroom phase of the evening program is designed for drop-outs, 
adults and in-school students who have failed their subjects. Vocational 
and educational counseling services are also availabJe, however the 
Vocational Seminar classes are open only to out of school students. 

Leyden High School District 212 in the Franklin Park and 
Northlake areas of Cook County, also has a "continuing education" program 
for residents of the school district who have dropped out of school 
before graduation. The Leyden program includes counseling services for 
review of existing academic work and to set up procedures for high school 
graduaticm. In the Leyden program, students of the evening program 
must meet the same requirements for graduation than those in the regular 
day school. This program does charge tuition. Though most of the Uyden 
programs are for adults, they are also available to a very limited extent 
3202.12 (9/74) 
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Co hl^ school students who ha\^e been reoiHsm^ndeJ by counselcrd and approved 
by the admin is t rat or • For rhu students ^ho ''are unable to tolerate a 
full day of school, but function effectively when at work/* exceptions 
are made whereby they are allowed to attend school for a half day'j^ work 
in the afternoon and attend continuing education classes in the evening. 
Also seniors who have insufficient credits for graduation may take up to 
6 1/2 units of credit in the alternative program 

School District 214 in the ttount Prospect, Arlingtcm Heights, 
Buffalo Grove, Elk Grove Village, Rolling Meadows and Wheeling suburbs, 
provides an exceptional alternative program called the **Young Adult Program," 
an evening high school for students whrse na^s have been removed fr^mi the 
regular school rolls because they have withdrawn, dropped out, or perhaps 
have been encouraged to leave school. The goal of the program is "to 
provide the kinds of personnel and learning activities to enable otherwise 
disenchanted students to obtain a high school diploma." Curriculum is 
arranged to meet the needs of the students who have not succeeded in the 
day school program 

District 214 additionally provides alternative programs for 
pregnant students and for "experience-oriented" students* The former, called 
"Preparation for Parenthood" program, is course work and counseling for 
pregnant high school students. Course topics include prenatal health 
care, nutrition, labor and delivery, the needs of the newborn, financial 
and legal problems and contraception. The district provides several opticms 
for the pregnant student. These include continuation in school, home 
education find tutoring, school continuation along with the Parenthood 
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course, study at hone and enrollment in the Parenthood program, courses 
In^lhe Young Adult Program evenings, or simply enrollment in the 
Parenthood program alone. 

In addition. District 214 provides a program for "experience- 
oriented youth" called the EMP-SCC Action Program for students who have 
been unable to participate in a normal high school program for a variety 
of reasoas, including: "severe behavioral disorder based upon emotional 
problems observable through manifestation such as hl^ degree of absenteeism, 
academic failure and confrontation with peers and authority figures." 
The major goal of the program is provision of a socialization process 
designed to help students return to the mainstream of the normal high school. 

School District 218 in Worth, Blue Island, Oak Lawn, Alsip 
and Crestwood suburban areas provides programs for the students who are 
removed from the regular school rolls because of gross disobedience and 
misconduct. These students are filtered through the district's Special 
Education Department, Their goal is to "guarantee all youngsters in the 
district the opportunity of utilizing their maxi-aum potential." The 
district's educational program for pregnant students helps them "to 
continue their education without interruption." District 218 also provides 
a homebound and tutorial program for expelled students, high school credit 
courses and adult basic education programs. 

District 219 in Skokle in Niles Township works with MONACEP, 
the Maine-Oak ton -Niles Adult and C«»tinuing Education program which is 
a high school program open to all persons 16 years of age or older who are 
residents of Maine and Niles Twonships in Cook County. MWJACEP provides 
32Q2-U (9/74) 
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an evening high schcnl, G.E.D. high school equivalency preparation courses 
and testing, md home study courses • The evening hi^ school is available 
for adults and for some regular lii^ school students with the approval of 
a counselor. The objective of the program is to enable a student to 
earn a high school diploma and/cr develop educatimally to their own 
limits. Classes are imgraded, small and as individually oriented as 
possible, Griduaticn requirements are the same as the regualr day program. 

The home study courses at fK^IACTP offer students the opportunity 
to study ac their own rate with a teacher/supervisor as guide and test 
administrator, St\idy materials and course work are taken from the University 
of Nebraska Exi.ension Division. 

Dlsfrlct 219 has proposed an addlticmal alternative to the 
MMJACE? ;>/ngrani and to SpGcial Education programs for severely handicapped 
or di^ttirbed students. The proposed program would be optional for students 
who have i?xpi*;3.scd interi^s^t in It and *'who have a dislike for the 
tradlticna! school '2nvirorinen t , a belief in themselves that they can learn 
et ft. ( 1- ly in a dlffurpnt env^. rcntnent , the desire and ability to work 
at i:\ic lv y^- p.tc.r: and have :ionie control over program decisions and schedules, 
a desire: i-i xper1en<f» In tru? real world and the ability to be responsible 
for the:.^;o;vej and their decisions." The Special Edticaticm program would 
be a work t mining oriented special program for severely handicapped or 
disturbed st-idents. 
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CHAPTER V 



KECOMMENDATI(»JS AND CONCLUSICWS 



In the Cook County suburban schools, prograaas for students 
who are potential dropouts are still rather Halted except in a few 
districts. There is still much dependence on extension and correspondence 
courses, home study and not yet enou^ on alternative day and night school 
programs . 

Programs that have been successful, such as many of those 
described in Chapter IV are the special programs within the school such 
as alternative learning centers for small groups of students, open campus 
accomodating working students, vocational and career oriented work-study 
programs, extensive work study programs with o»anlngful work to motivate 
students, and which build self esteem and prepare students for the world 
of work have been most successful. 

It is neca«aary that a sufficient variety of learning environments 
be available to meet the needs of all students. It is advantageous both 
for the schools and the students when schools provide the opportunity 
for each student to pursue education in an environment and style conducive 
to individual needs. 

Although the results of the alternative education survey made 
among the suburban secondary schools of Cook County do sound promising, 
far more is needed to provide alternatives and options beyond the 
traditional school setting. 

Further legislation mandating alternative .education programs 
and the ftmding of these programs could be extremely helpful to address 

" 19 
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the problem of education for all students, particularly those who withdraw 
or drop out or for those who are expelled it<m school. Hie major concern 
Is the motivation of students who may never have been motivated by school 
before. 

Alternative educaticmal progras» are specifically Important 
for not only those who want optlcHis to traditional educational ovlronmentSt 
tut for those with behavior, attendance » achievement and motivation 
problems 9 as well as for married students with additlcmal respcmsibllltlest 
The most successful schools with the greatest holding power are thc^e who 
provide flexible programs to provide special progran^ to fit the specific 
needs of all their students. 
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April 10, 1974 
SORVEt OF ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 



Name of Diatrict: 
SuperlDtendeat : 



(signature) 

Date; 



Ia district offer an alternative YES HO 

education program for students removed from the 
regular school rolls? 

A. If YES, what type of alternative program la 
offered? (Include separately, a brief des- 
cription of your goals, objectlvea, philosophy 
etc. This may be a report presented to your 
Board of Education, or other printed material 
relevant to the program). 

2. Does your school district offer an alternative YES NO 
education program for pregnant girls? 

A. If YES (same as lA above) . 

3. Does your school district offer any alternative YES MO 
program during the regular school day? 



4. By what name do you identify your evening 
alternative education program(s)7 



S. By vhat name do you identify your day alternative 
education program(s)7 



£1 
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vju of*^*^ m evening high school prograA 
for crrdli to individuals froa ages 16 * 18? 



TES 



NO 



A. 



1. Nuaber of boyd in evening 
high school 

2« NutBber of girls in evanlng 
high school 

3- f-uober of teachers in 
evening high school 

4. Number of adainlstrators 
in evening high school 

Tin ;i regular high school drop--out 
recel/e a standard district diplona 
through an evening programV 

Other? 



8. Why typ^ >f alternative prograaCs) ate available 
for: v^Flease provide a prepared statement^ 

if a^^.i 1 ible) 



its 



NO 



tixpe lied fit udent B 



?1 rln 



-if ^^y- s^^iatster is granted for 
w-rk Experience In your evening 
/'five education progratat 



A r>raer: /plea^^e specify) 



1/4 credit 
1/2 credit 
1 credit 



iO. Wou r n /r.z'T ^ch;^ol district support legislation 
l,.vf*ri:".^ General Educational Development 

(G.E.i*,) tearing age requireisent from 19 years 

'^f a * 18 ye€>rs oi age. 



TES 



NO 
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11. Which of -he following programs are offered 
in your regular high school curriculus? 



A. Diversified Occupations 

B. Distributive Education 

C. Office Occupations 

D. Hose Economics Related 



(D.O.) 
(D.E.) 
(0.0.) 
(B.E.R.O.) 



E. Cooperative Work Training (C.W.T.) 
P. Work Experiences Career Ed. (W.E.C.E.P.) 

G. Health Education Related (B.E.P.) 

H. Neighborhood Youth Corp (H.Y.C.) 

I. Cooperative Work Agreement (C.W.A.) 
J. Other (please specify) 



YES 



NO 



NUMBER 
STUDENTS 



NUMBER 
TEACHERS 



Please return the coepleted survey by May 1 tot 
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Glenn R. Matter, Assistant Superintendent 
Director of Vocational and Adult Education Progrws 
Educational Service Re9ion of Cook County 
33 West Grand Avemae 
Chicafo, Illinois 60610 
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